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Fix The Broken Bail Bond System
Friday, August 5, 2011

Opinion

0

By Timothy Murray

Every day in America, half a million people sit in local jails awaiting trial. They are there
because they can’t afford to make bail. Two of every three of these people are charged
with nonviolent offenses and are simply waiting to face their accusers.

Meanwhile, well-publicized and well-off defendants like former International Monetary
Fund head Dominique Strauss-Kahn can make bail easily, no matter how high, and are
released before court action. In effect, they have purchased their freedom until their trial
begins.

The cost to local taxpayers to feed and house those who can’t make bail is $9 billion a
year. We could save those dollars, ease prison overcrowding and bring more justice to the
entire system with some relatively simple reforms.

Nearly 50 years ago, then-Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy convened the country’s
first national conference on this issue, describing the pretrial justice and bail system in
America as “unsafe, unfair and ineffective.” Unfortunately, that description remains
accurate today. This outdated and dangerous system only benefits the special-interest,
for-profit bail bond industry. It favors those who have the money to obtain bail, regardless
of how dangerous those people are.

Recently a group of prestigious criminal justice organizations, together with the Office of
Justice Programs at the U.S. Department of Justice, convened another national meeting
on pretrial justice and bail reform. The 2011 conference examined the nation’s progress
toward a fair, safe and accountable system and sought to outline proven solutions.

States like Illinois and Kentucky banned for-profit bail bonds decades ago. Instead, they
substituted a system that relies on family and community supervision for those charged
with nonviolent offenses. This includes frequent contact with a supervising officer,
mandatory assessments for substance abuse, and mental health and drug testing. The
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percent of those awaiting trial in Kentucky — shows up in court to face their charges.

We need to fix the unjust pretrial system in which dangerous criminals who happen to be
wealthy can purchase their freedom while nonviolent offenders must remain behind bars.
We must move to a system based on danger to the public, not dollars. Judges must be
empowered with the best possible tools to determine who should be held and who can be
released with appropriate supervision pending trial.

Our local jails are increasingly overcrowded, at tremendous cost to our already-strapped
local governments. Sensible reforms of state and local pretrial justice procedures should
focus on safety while containing costs to the taxpayer.465 words

Murray is executive director of the Pretrial Justice Institute which is the nation’s only
nonprofit organization dedicated to ensuring informed pretrial decision making for safe
communities through technical assistance, training and advocacy.

Copyright (C) 2011 by the American Forum. 8/11

This entry was posted on Friday, August 5th, 2011 at 8:57 am and is filed under Opinion. You can follow any
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed.

Leave a Reply

You must be logged in to post a comment.

Search

Search & Hit Enter

Poll

Do you think red
light cameras make
roads safer?

NJTODAY.NET Share on
Facebook

Share on
Twitter

Fix The Broken Bail Bond System | njtoday.net – Everything N... http://njtoday.net/2011/08/05/fix-the-broken-bail-bond-system/

4 of 10 8/5/11 11:42 AM



down and don't try to
run the red

No, they're just a
money making scheme

Vote

NJTODAY.NET Share on
Facebook

Share on
Twitter

Fix The Broken Bail Bond System | njtoday.net – Everything N... http://njtoday.net/2011/08/05/fix-the-broken-bail-bond-system/

5 of 10 8/5/11 11:42 AM



NJTODAY.NET Share on
Facebook

Share on
Twitter

Fix The Broken Bail Bond System | njtoday.net – Everything N... http://njtoday.net/2011/08/05/fix-the-broken-bail-bond-system/

6 of 10 8/5/11 11:42 AM



Follow Us

Categories

www.lincolnedu.com
Ads by Google

NJTODAY.NET Share on
Facebook

Share on
Twitter

Fix The Broken Bail Bond System | njtoday.net – Everything N... http://njtoday.net/2011/08/05/fix-the-broken-bail-bond-system/

7 of 10 8/5/11 11:42 AM



Local
Middlesex
County

Carteret
Cranbury
Dunellen
East
Brunswick
Edison
Helmetta
Highland
Park
Jamesburg
Metuchen
Middlesex
Milltown
Monroe
New
Brunswick
North
Brunswick
Old
Bridge
Perth
Amboy
Piscataway
Plainsboro
Sayreville
South
Amboy
South
Brunswick
South
Plainfield
South
River
Spotswood
Woodbridge

Union
County

Berkeley
Heights
Clark
Cranford

NJTODAY.NET Share on
Facebook

Share on
Twitter

Fix The Broken Bail Bond System | njtoday.net – Everything N... http://njtoday.net/2011/08/05/fix-the-broken-bail-bond-system/

8 of 10 8/5/11 11:42 AM



Fanwood
Garwood
Hillside
Kenilworth
Linden
Mountainside
New
Providence
Plainfield
Rahway
Roselle
Roselle
Park
Scotch
Plains
Springfield
Summit
Union
Westfield
Winfield

Medicine
Money
Offbeat
Opinion

The State
We're In
Trudi's
Corner
Voice of the
People

Recreation &
Lifestyle

EarthTalk®
Jazzville
Skyline
Popcorn
Movie
Reviews
Remembering
the Past
Rosa's
Black
History
Quiz

NJTODAY.NET Share on
Facebook

Share on
Twitter

Fix The Broken Bail Bond System | njtoday.net – Everything N... http://njtoday.net/2011/08/05/fix-the-broken-bail-bond-system/

9 of 10 8/5/11 11:42 AM



Block
Schools
Sports
State News

Globe and Mail

7 Killed in Looting at Somalia Aid Camp
Voice of America - 17 minutes ago
August 05, 2011 7 Killed in Looting at Somalia Aid Camp VOA News Witnesses at a
refugee camp in Somalia's capital, Mogadishu, say seven people were killed during a
Related Articles » « Previous  Next »

Top Stories

Copyright © 2011 CMD Media LLC. All Rights Reserved.
Magazine Basic theme designed by c.bavota.
Powered by WordPress.
CMD Media LLC is a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program,
an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for sites to earn advertising fees
by advertising and linking to amazon.com or endless.com.

NJTODAY.NET Share on
Facebook

Share on
Twitter

Fix The Broken Bail Bond System | njtoday.net – Everything N... http://njtoday.net/2011/08/05/fix-the-broken-bail-bond-system/

10 of 10 8/5/11 11:42 AM


