
Standard 10-4.1. Prompt first appearance  
(a) Arrests should not be timed to cause or extend unnecessary pretrial detention.  
(b) Unless the defendant is released on citation or in some other lawful manner, 

the defendant should be taken before a judicial officer without unnecessary delay. The 
defendant should be presented at the next judicial session within [six hours] after arrest. 
In jurisdictions where this is not possible, the defendant should in no instance be held by 
police longer than 24 hours without appearing before a judicial officer. Judicial officers 
should be readily available to conduct first appearances within the time limits established 
by this Standard. Where a crime of violence is implicated, an assessment of the risk 
posed by the defendant to the victim(s) and community should be completed prior to the 
first appearance; but a defendant's first appearance should not ordinarily be delayed in 
order to conduct in-custody interrogation or other in-custody investigation. A defendant 
who is not promptly presented should be entitled to immediate release under appropriate 
conditions unless pretrial detention is ordered as provided in Standards 10-5.8 through 
10-5.10. 
 
 


