Standard 10-3.1. Authority to issue summons

All judicial officers should be given statutory authority to issue a summons rather
than an arrest warrant in all cases in which a complaint, information, or indictment is
filed or returned against a person not already in custody. Judicial officers should liberally
utilize this authority unless a warrant is necessary to prevent flight, to ensure the safety of
the defendant, any other person or the community, to prevent commission of future
crimes or to subject a defendant to the jurisdiction of the court when the defendant's
whereabouts are unknown. If a judicial officer issues a summons rather than an arrest
warrant in connection with an offense, absent exigent circumstances, no law enforcement
officer may arrest the accused for that offense without obtaining a warrant.



