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PETER JOHNSON, DONALD PETERSON,| CASE NO.: CV-08-03515-DDP
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DECLARATIONS IN SUPPORT OF
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Plaintiffs respectfully submit the following detainee declarations in support

of their motion for preliminary injunction:

Declaration of Peter Johnson;
Declaration of Donald Peterson;
Declaration of Michael Curfman;
Declaration of Jerry Anthony;
Declaration of Christopher Bingley;
Declaration of Giovanni Ceballos;
Declaration of Donald Driver;
Declaration of John Finn;
Declaration of Francisco Gomez;
Declaration of Robert Johnson
Declaration of Christian Reyes;
Declaration of Luz Reyes';
Declaration of Terry Stuart;
Declaration of Jason Burt Taylor;
Declaration of Castro Tranquilino;
Declaration of Francis Tribble;
Declaration of Edward Turner;
Declaration of Bernard Ward;

Declaration of Richard Welch;

' Declaration of Luz Reyes is the declaration of Christian Reyes’ aunt.
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Exhibit T: Declaration of Tyrone White; and
Exhibit U: Declaration of Smitty Williams
DATED: June 9, 2008 Respectfully submitted,
HELLER EHRMAN LLP

By /s/ Helen C. Eckert
HELEN C. ECKERT
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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EXHIBIT A
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DECLARATION OF PETER JOHNSON

1. I make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if
called to testify I could and would do so competently as follows:

2. I was shot 24 years ago when I was 15 years old. I have been
paralyzed at T4, from the lower chest down, and have had to use a wheelchair ever
since. 1 have no feeling or mobility in my legs. I was an innocent bystander
waiting for the bus when I was shot.

3. I have been in jail since October 16, 2007 when I was brought to the
Inmate Reception Center (“IRC”). The bathroom in the IRC is not wheelchair
accessible but I was left in the IRC for approximately 8-10 hours. 1 was left sitting
in my own feces for around 6-8 hours. 1 told the staff but nobody helped me or did
anything for me. When I asked for help, one of the officers said something like,
“There’s nothing down here for you.”

4. In the IRC, although there was a drinking fountain, it was not
accessible to me because I could not reach my mouth to the water stream. The
phones also weren’t accessible. In order to reach the phones, 1 had to move off of
my wheelchair and onto abench. The surface of the bench was very slick and 1
fell off the bench while trying to use the phone.

5. My personal wheelchair was taken from me in the IRC and [ was

forced to use another chair. When my chair was taken, so was my physical
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independence. In my own chair, I am able to move fromittoa nearby sitting area
and back into my chair. With the chair I was given, I was not able to transfer to
another chair or toilet in the same way. Also, there was no foot rest and so my feet
dragged whenever I tried to move. With the jail wheelchair, the chair would flip 1f
I put too much weight forward. Also, the seat board was different and there was
no cushion so I had to keep feeling under myself to make sure that ] was sitting on
the support. The chair was very uncomfortable.

6. My own wheelchair was finally given back to me about 3 weeks later.
Shortly after I got it back, the <heriff said that I could not use my wheels because
they had spokes. He pried my wheels of my chair and put hospital chair wheels on
my chair that did not fit correctly. About a week later when 1 was in the Criminal
Court Building, one of the wheels came off in the courtroom. I fell out of the
chair, injured my neck, and my fingers went numb. I was taken to the hospital
emergency room and was put on 54-hour evaluation for potential nerve damage.
But, I was immediately sent back to my original cell and was in pain and very
uncomfortable. I kept complaining of numbness but I did not get to see a doctor
until about a month later, two days before going to court again.

7. When I am transferred to and from court, there are no handicap
accessible restrooms for me to use. Although there are drinking fountains, they

are not accessible.



Case 2:08-cv-03515-DDP-JTL  Document 23-2  Filed 06/09/2008 Page 4 of 6

8. The first place I was housed in the jail was 8111 on the 8100 floor
with other people in wheelchairs. There are eight dorms on this floor that house
inmates in wheelchairs. We are supposed to go to the roof every Monday but this
does not happen. I have only been to the roof two times that [ can remember since
I have been in the jail. On the days that we arc supposed to go to the roof, the
guards open only one or two cell doors for inmates in wheelchairs to go to the
roof, but they do not allow all those in wheelchairs to go.

9. Other than the two times that ] have been on the roof, the only other
times I have been outside in over 4 months were to go to court. I basically stay in
my cell 24 hours a day, every day, except for Sunday, when [ attend chapel.

10.  Before jail, I did physical therapy to improve my movement. In jail, 1
do not have access to physical therapy.

11.  Although the bathroom in my cell on the 8100 floor was built to be
wheelchair accessible, there is a barrier that is supposed to keep the water away
from other areas. In order to get to the shower, [ had to get over this barrier, which
[ couldn’t do in my wheelchair. One time, in maneuvering myself over the barrier,
[ fell and hurt my hip.

12. 1 was moved to the 8000 floor after loss of privilege and housed in
8051 for about one month, from late in January until about February 21, 2008.

There is no disciplinary dorm on 8100 so I was moved to a floor where there were
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few accommodations. 8051 is supposed to be handicap accessible but the rail on
the side of the toilet was broken and it was very hard to use the toilet. I
complained that it was broken, but there was no response. I couldn’t fit my
wheelchair in the space for the toilet, and I fell a couple of times trying to get from
my wheelchair onto the toilet. Also, the bandicap rail in the cell was too high for
me to reach in a wheelchair and was meant for someone standing.

13. I was supposed to be able shower every other day, but many times I
would not be allowed to shower for days ata time. This was a problem for me
because the food often did not agree with my stomach and I had accidents. I
would have to sit in my feces, and sometimes could not wash myself for days. The
deputies would disregard my accidents and not give me access to the showers or
clean clothes. When I was allowed to shower, the water was freezing cold.

14.  Tor those of us housed on the 8000 floor, we are not allowed to buy
any food and drinks from the store. Inmates on other floors are allowed to buy
many food and drink items, like tuna and coffee, to supplement their jail food. We
were told that we couldn’t buy food or drink because a diabetic had died after
buying food from the store. Asa result, T could not substitute store food for the
jail food that did not agree with me and I had more accidents.

15.  In late February, I was moved back to the 8100 floor. I still do not

have access to outdoor exercise or the roof, and I basically spend all of my time in
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my cell. Also, we have no access to vocationa! or educational programs of any
kind.

16. In the kitchen, which serves as a dayroom, there is a television, but
we are only allowed into this room t0 watch television once every nine days or 50
for two hours. There are no reading materials or games in this room. There used
to be a guy who came around with books for us to read, but he doesn’t come
around anymore.

17. Inmates in wheelchairs cannot be trustees. Being a trustee is a good
way for an inmate to stay active and be able to do activities outside of a cell, like
wipe windows and make hed rolls. A while back there was a person ina
wheelchair who was a trustee but now only those who are walking can be trustees.
I asked a new deputy about whether people in wheelchairs could be trustees and he
said we don’t do that anymore.

I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California and
the United States that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this%gth day of

April 2008 in Los Angeles, California.
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DECLARATION OF DONALD PETERSON

1. I make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if called
to testify I could and would do so competently as follows:

2. I am 47 years old and a veteran. Iserved in the military for over nine years,
including at Panama, Granada, and in Desert Storm.

3. [ was diagnosed with diabetes when I was thirteen. In about 1989, I broke
my back at work. I was later shot in the back, which exacerbated my back condition. I
was also shot once in the hip. These injuries, and the surgeries that accompanied them,
have left me physically disabled. T have no feeling in my right leg, going all the way up
to my mid-torso, just below my ribs. Although [ can move my right leg, I wouldn’t be
able to feel a needle stuck into my leg. I also have chronic pain in my right arm, and I
can’t make my hand into a fist. The loss of mobility in my right leg and side makes it
very hard for me to walk and balance unaided, and I need crutches or a wheelchair to get
around.

4. I have been in jail for about four months. When I first arrived, [ was given a
wheelchair and housed on the 8100 floor with other people in wheelchairs. While on the
8100 floor, other than church on Sunday in the lunchroom, I basically spent all of my
time in my cell. T never went to the roof for exercise, and was never allowed to
participate in any kind of vocational or education programs. I was once allowed to go
watch TV, but the TV didn’t work,

5. About three weeks ago, a deputy told me to pack my things and that [ was
being moved to 6050. 6050 is for inmates on walkers or crutches. My wheelchair was
taken away and I was given a walker. I'had never used a walker before and I fell over
when I used it.

6. In 6050, there are about 10 bunks in each cell. The deputies put me on a top
bunk, even though I have a hard time balancing and walking. It was very difficult for me
to get up and down from the top bunk.

7. In addition, unlike in 8100, where I had a hospital bed, the bed in 6050 was

“l-




3%

O oo =1 v W e W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

25
26
27

Case 2:08-cv-03515-DDP-JTL  Document 23-3  Filed 06/09/2008 Page 3 of 4

just a metal sheet, like a cookie pan. Without a mattress, | am unable to sleep much
because the pain from my injuries is so excruciating.

8. When I got to 6050, the deputies took away my catheter bag. I use this bag
so that [ can urinate at night without having to get out of bed. Without the catheter bag, I
have to jump down out of my bunk to urinate or wet myselfin bed. I have fallen a few
times trying to get out of bed.

9. After  was in 6050 for three days, I was told that I was being moved again,
this time to 2600, where the general population is housed. The deputies took away my
walker, and a trustee tried to help me walk down the hall. Without the walker, [ was
unable to walk by myself. Eventually, the deputies got me a wheelchair and wheeled me
to 2600. The wheelchair was taken away when I got to 2600.

10. 1 was housed in general population for about three days. I wasn’t given any
crutches or anything to help me walk for three days. I fell down three times, and I had to
drag myself around and hold onto walls when I moved. I finally got a pair of crutches on
the morning of May 8, 2008.

11.  1learned on May 8 that I was being moved back to 6050. [ have no idea
why | keep getting moved around so much. The deputies come and tell me ’'m moving
and don’t explain why.

12.  One of my biggest problems is that I lost my teeth last year, in part because
of the diabetes, and I don’t have my dentures here in jail. [ am supposed to be on a
«“mechanical soft” diet, which means that my food is mashed up, but instead | have only
been given a regular diet. I put food in my mouth and swish it around with water to
make it soft enough to swallow. I'have sores all over my mouth because [ can’t chew my
food. If1 can’t eat, this is particularly bad for my diabetes.

13. 1 take medication called Metformin to control my blood sugar levels. My
medication is not given to me regularly. Once, 1 went three days without Metroformin.
The deputies told me they were out. Another time, on May 8, I was supposed to be given

my meds at 6:30 a.m., but [ was on the doctor line so I didn’t get my meds until about

2.




o R - T = A TP TR - T~ B o

10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Case 2:08-cv-03515-DDP-JTL  Document 23-3  Filed 06/09/2008 Page 4 of 4

p.m.

14. My blood sugar levels are also not regularly screened. In fact, since I've

been in jail, my blood sugar level has only been tested [ & times.

I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California and the
United States that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this |4 th day of May 2008

in Los Angeles, California.

Donald Peterson
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EXHIBIT C
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Declaration of Mithael Cur frneun

I, __Michdael durfiman . hereby declare:
1. | make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if called

to testify | could and would do so competently as follows:

2. Tam 33 yearg old. I was arrerted on quwz;
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5. T was in one of the Tivin Towerd but T de not
Frvdmber Whith ong Dr 4he locadion .
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/.

| declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California and the

United States that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this [% th day of

JV:% , 2007 in Los Angeles, California.

VTN P

Michae! Oucrfpaan
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Declaration of kfé’i’ ij A‘Y\ﬂf\ﬁmjj

l, xj&’f?.j At ong , hereby declare;
1. I make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if called

to testify | could and would do so competently as follows:
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| declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California and the

United States that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this EZ’_ th day of

g}ﬁg«j , 2007 in Los Angeles, California.
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| declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California and the
Upited States that the foregoing is true and correct, Executed this Lmﬁé day of
&% QA’ , 2007 in Los Angeles, California.
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